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Learning to transcribe the Diné language 
The following story was shared by Shirley 

Leonard, court clerk at Chinle Judicial Dis-

trict, about her experience with the Navajo 

Court Transcription program at Navajo 

Technical University, particularly about the 

5-page essay the students had to write en-

tirely in the Navajo language: 

One day on a Saturday morning, I was 

stressing out so much on my 5-page essay. I 

keep putting it off, because I didnôt know 

what to write about or how to start. So, I 

said to myself, ñOkay, I have to do this.ò 

As I was typing my essay, my younger sis-

ter comes into my house and says, ñGood 

Morning sister. How are you doing?ò I told 

her I am having trouble starting my essay. 

After a little small talk, she left. A few mo-

ments later she returned, and she said, 

ñShadi, (sister) I found someone who can 

help you.ò So, I said, ñOK. Who?ò I was 

looking to see who would be coming into 

my house, but there was no one. Finally, 

she sat by my side and said, ñI brought 

him.ò She opened her hands and there was 

a small horned toad sitting on her right 

palm. I was surprised. I immediately went 

to my purse and got my corn pollen and 

said a prayer and held it to my heart. I 

blessed myself with the horned toad. After 

that, I finished both 5-page essays without 

any problems. It was so amazing. I received 

an A for my paper. I will always remember 

this awesome experience. Just imagine how 

a powerful prayer with corn pollen to a 

small horned toad can work miraculously.  

I am ready to transcribe. I want to be able 

to continue to keep my Din® Language 

strong by speaking, reading and writing 

daily and to also teach my co-workers and 

my own grandchildren and the younger 

generation. We will not lose our Din® Lan-

guage. ǒ 

Shirley Leonard, court clerk at Chinle Judicial District, walks up to the stage to receive her 
certificate during the commencement ceremony at Navajo Technical Univeristy in Crown-

point, N.M. on December 8, 2017. 

The Magnificent 7 show off their certificates following the NTU commencement ceremony.  

More from the Navajo Court Transcription Program 
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Judge Geraldine Benally is retiring from the 

bench officially effective March 30, 2018. She is 

the longest serving judge currently  on the bench. 

Judge Benally has served the Navajo Nation as a 

district court judge for 16 years. She has served at 

Ramah, Kayenta, Chinle, Window Rock and 

Shiprock Judicial Districts. She also served as an 

Associate Justice by designation when called upon.  

Judge Benally was also a prosecutor for the Nav-

ajo Nation for more than 11 years.  

Thank you Judge Benally for your service. ǒ 

The Judicial Branch thanks Acting Chief Justice 

Thomas J. Holgate for serving as the Acting Chief 

Justice from August 1, 2017 to January 24, 2018. 

Holgate emerged from retirement to help out the 

branch. He was appointed by President Albert Hale 

in 1997, served as district court judge in Window 

Rock and Shiprock Judicial District Courts, retired 

in 2012, and returned to the branch in 2017. The 

branch wishes him and his family the best as he has 

returned to retirement.ǒ 
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